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of Elizabeth were balanced with it
and I therefore, with a contented
and even cheerful countenance,
agreed with my father, that if mv
cousin wouia consent, tne ceremo
ny should take place in ten days
and thus put, as I imagined, the
seal to my iate.

ureat Uod ! if for one instant
had thought of what might be the
hellish intention of my fiendish ad
versary, I would rather have ban
ished myself forever from my na
tive couutry. and wandered a friend
less outcast over the earth, than
have consented to this miserable
marriage. But, as if - possesied of
magic powers, the monster had
unruled me to his real intentions;
and when I thought that I pre-
pared only my own death, I has
tened that of a far dearer victim.

as the period nxed tor our mar-
riage drew nearer, whether from
cowardice or a prophetic feeling,
felt my heart sink within me. But
I concealed my feelings by an ap-
pearance of hilarity, that brought
smiles and joy to the countenance
of my father, but hardly deceived
the ever-watchf- ul and nicer eye of
Elizabeth. She looked forward to
our union with placid contentment,
not un mingled with a little fear,
wmcn past misfortunes had lra
pressed, that what now appeared
certain and tangible happiness
might soon dissipate into an airy
dream, and leave no trace but deep
ana everlasting regret.

preparations .were made tor the
event; congratulatory visits were
received, and all wore a smiling ap
pearance. 1 shut up, as well as l
could, in my own heart the anxiety
that preyed there, and entered with
seeming earnestness into the plans
of my father, although they might
only serve as the decorations of my
tragedy. A house was purchased
for us near Cologny, by wiiich we
should enjoy the pleasures of the
country, and yet be so near Geneva
as to see my father every day ; who
would still reside within the walls.
for the benefit of Ernest, that he
might follow his studies at the
schools.

In the meantime, I took every
precaution to defend my person, in
case the fiend should openly attack
me. I carried pistols and a dagger
constantly about me, and was ever
on the watch to prevent artifice;
and by these means gained a grea-
ter degree of tranquility. Indeed,
as the period approached, the threat
appeared more as a delusion, not to
be regarded as worthy to disturb
my peace, while the happiness i
hoped for in ray marriage wore
greater appearance of certainty, as
the day nxed for its solemization
drew nearer, and I heard it contin-
ually spoken of as an occurence
which no accident could possibly
prevent.

Elizabeth seemed nappy ; my
tranquil demeanor contributed
greatly to calm her mind. But on
the day that was to luinu ray wisn- -

es and my destiny, she was melan-
choly, and a presentiment of evil
pervaded her, and perhaps also she
thought of the dreadful secret which
I had promised to reveal to her the
following day. My father was in
the meantime overjoyed, and, in
the bustle of preparation, only ob
served .in the melancholy of his
niece the diffidence .f a bride.

After the ceremony was perform
ed, a large party assembled at my
lathers; but it was agreed that
Elizabeth and I should pass the af-
ternoon and night at Evian, and
return to Cologny the next morn-
ing. As the day was fair and the
wind favorable, we resolved to go
by water.

Those were the last moments of
my life during which 1 enjoyed the b
feeling of happiness; We passed
rapidly along ; the sun was hot, but a
we were sheltered Irom its rays by

kind of canopy, while we enjoyed
the beauty of the scene, sometimes
on one side of the lake, where we
saw Mont Saleve, the pleasant
banks of Montalegre, and at a dis
tance, surmounting all, the beauti-
ful Mont Blanc, and the assemblage
of the snowy mountain?; that in
vain endeavor to emulate her;
sometimes coasting the opposite
banks, we saw the mighty Jura op-
posing its dark side to thu ambition
that would quit its native country,
and an almost insurmountable barri-
er to the invader who would wish
to enslave it.

I took the hand of Elizabeth :

You are sorrowful, my lev Ah !

if you know what 1 have suuered,
and what I may yet endure, you
would endeavor to let me taste the
quiet and freedom from despair,
that this one day at least permits
me to enjoy-- "

"lie nappy, my dear victor," re
plied Elizabeth ; "there is, I hope,
nothing to distress you ; and be as
sured that if a lively joy is not paint
ed in my face, my heart is content-
ed. Something whispers to me not
to

,
depend too much on the prospect

.i f i r ci.mat is openeu ueiore us ; uuv x win
not listen to such a sinister voice.
Observe how fast we move along,
and how the, clouds, which some
times obscure and sometimes rise
above the dome of Mont Blanc, ren-
der this scene of beauty still more
interesting. Look also at the innu
merable hsh that are swimming in
the clear waters,where we can distin
guish every pebble that lies at the
bottom. What a divine day ! how
happy and serene all nature ap
pears J"

Thus Elizabeth endeavored to di
vert her thoughts and mine from all
reflection upon melancholy subjects.
But her temper . was fluctuating;
joy for a few instants shone in her
eyes, but it continually gave place
to distraction and reverie.

The sun sunk lower in the heav
ens ; we passed the luver urance,
and observed its path through the
chasms of the higher and the glens

the lower hills. The Alps here
came closer to the lake, and we
approached the amphitheater of
mountains which forms its eastern
boundary. The spire of Evian
shone under the woods that sur
rounded it. and the range of mount
ain above mountain by which it was
overhung.

The wind which had hitherto I
carried us along with amazing rap
idity, sunk at sunset to light breeze,
the soft air just ruffled the water,
and caused a pleasant motion
among the trees as we approached
the shore, from which it wafted the to
most delightful scent of flowers and
hay. The sun sunk beneath the
horizon as we landed ; and, as I
touched the shore, I felt those cares
and fears revive, which soon were

clasp me, and cling to me
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lias on hand a complete stock of

solitude, from the sooiety of every
creature, X could not help suppos-
ing that you might regret our con-
nection, and believe yourself bound
in honor to fulfill the wishes of your
parents, although they opposed
themselves to your inclinations.
But this is false reasoning. I con-les- s

to you, my cousin, that I love
you, and that in my airy dreams of
futurity you have been my constant
friend and companion. But it, is
your happiness I desire as well as
my own, when 1 declare to you that
our marriage would render me eter-
nally miserable, unless it were the
dictate of your, own free choice.
Even now I weep to think, that,
borne down as you are by thecruel- -

est misfortunes, you may stifle, by
the word honor, all hope of that
love and happiness which would
alone restore you to yourself. I,
who have so interested an anectioti
for you, may increase your miseries
tenfold, by being an obstacle to
your wishes. Ah, Victor, be as
sured that your cousin and play
mate has too sincere a love lor you
not to be made miserable by this
supposition. Be happy, my friend;
and, if you obey me in this one re-

quest, remain satisfied that nothing
on earth will have power to inter
rupt my tranquility.

"Ho not let this letter disturb you:
do not answer it to morrow or the
next day, or even until you come,
f it will give you pain. My uncle

will send me news of your health
and if 1 see but one smile on your
lips when we meet, occasioned by
this or any other exertion of mine,
I shall need no other happiness.

"Elizabeth uavenza
"Geneva, May 18th 17."
This letter revived in my memo

ry what I had before forgotten, the
threat of the fiend, " will be tcith
you on your untitling night!1? Such
was my sentence, and on that night
would the demon employ every art
to destroy mj, and tear me from
the glimpse of happiness which
promised partly to cousole my suf
ferings. On that night he had de
termined to consummate his crimes
by my death. Well, be it so; a
deadly struggle would then as
suredly take place, in which, if he
was victorious, 1 should beat peace,
and his power over me be at an end.
If he were vanquished I should be
a free man. Alas! what freedom ?
such as the peasant enjoys when his
family have been massacred beiore
his eyes, his cottage burnt, his
lands laid waste, and he is turned
adrift, homeless, penniless, and
alone, but free. Such would be my
liberty, except than in my Eliza
beth I possessed a treasure; alas!
balanced by those horrors of re-
morse and guilt, which would pur
sue me until death.

Sweet and beloved Elizabeth! I
read and re-re- her letter, and
some softened feeling stole into my
heart, and dared to whisper para- -

but the apple was already eaten,
and the angel's arm barred to drive
me from all hope. Yet I would
die to make her happy. If the
monster executed his threat, death
was inevitable : yet. again, I con
sidered whether my marriage would
hasten my late. My destruction
might, indeed, arrive a few months
sooner : but, if my torturer should
suspect that .1 postponed it, influ-
enced by his menaces, he would
surely find other, and perhaps more
dreadful, means of revenge, lie
had vowed to be with me on my iced- -

ding night, yet he did not consider
that threat as binding him to peace
in the meantime ; for, as if to show
me that he was not yet satiated
with blood, he had murdered Cler-va- l

immediately after the enuncia-
tion of his threats. I resolved,
therefore, that if my immediate
union with my cousin would con-
duce either to her or my father's
happiness, my adversary's designs
against my life should not retard it a

single hour.
In this state of mind I wrote to

Elizabeth. My letter was calm and
affcectionate. "I fear, my beloved
girl," I said, "little happiness re
mains lor us on eartn ; yet an mat

may one day enjoy is concentered
in you. unase away your iaie
fears ; to you alone do I consecrate
my life, and my endeavors ior con
tentment. I have one secret, Eliza
beth, a dreadful one ; when reveal
ed to you, it will chill your frame
with horror, and then, iar irom be
ing surprised at ray misery, you
will only wonder that I survive
what I have endured. I will con-
fide

"
this tale of misery and terror

to you the day after our marriage
shall take place ; for, my sweet cou-
sin, there must be perfect confidence
between us. But until then, I con-
jure yuu, do not mention or allude
to it. This I most earnestly en-

treat, and I know you will com-
ply."

In about a week after the arri-
val of Elizabeth's letter, we return-
ed to Geneva. My cousin welcom-
ed me with warm affection ; yet .
tears were in her eyes, as she be-

held my emaciated frame and
feverish cheeks. I saw a change in
her also. She was thinner, and
had lost much of that heavenly
vivacity that had before charmed
me ; but her gentleness, and soft
looks of compassion, made her a
more fit companion for one blasted
and miserable as I was. .

. The tranquility which I now en-

joyed was not to endure. Memory
brought madness with it ; and
When I thought on what had pass-
ed, a real insanity . possessed me;
sometimes I was furious, and burn-
ed with rage, sometimes low and
despondent. I neither spoke nor
looked, but sat motionless, bewil-
dered by the multitude of miseries
that overcame me.

Elizabeth alone had the power to
draw me from these tits ; her gen-
tle voice would soothe me when
transported by paasion, and inspire
me with human feelings when of
sunk in torpor. She wept with me,
and for me. When reason return-
ed,, she would remonstrate, and en-

deavor to inspire me with resigna-
tion. Ah! it is well for the unfor-
tunate to be resigned, but for the
guilty there is no peace. The ag-
onies of remorse poison the luxury
there is otherwise sometimes found
in indulgiug the excess of grief.

Soon alter ray arrival, my father
spoke of my immediate marriage
with my cousin. 1 remained si-

lent.
"Have you, then, some other at-

tachment?"
"None on earth. I love Eliza-

beth, and look forward to our union
with delight. Let the day there-
fore be fixed ; and on it I will con-
secrate myself, in life or death, to to
the happiness of my cousin."

"My dear Victor, do not speak
thus'. Heavy misfortunes have
befallen us; but let us only cling
closer to what remains, and trans--'

fer our love for those whom we
have lost to those who yet live.
Our circle will be small, but bound
close by the ties of affection and
mutual misfortune. And when of
time shall have softened your des-
pair, new and dear objects of care
will be born to replace those of
whom we have been so cruelly de-
prived." .

Such were the lessons of my fa-

ther. But to me the remembrance
of the threat returned ; nor can
you wonder, that, omnipotent as
the fiend had yet been in his deeds
of blood, I should almost regard
him as invincible ; and that when
he had pronounced the words, Jgfiall be with you on your xoedding-night- ," to

I should regard the threat-
ened fate as unavoidable. But

raersuuk under the tidings thut I
bore. 1 see him now. excellent and
venerable old man 1 his eyes wan-
dered in vancacy, for they had lot
th'lr charm and their delight, his
niece.hLs more than daughter, whom
hedoted on with all that affection
which a man feels, who, In the d
cline of life, having few affections,
cling more earnestly to th-w- that
remaiii. Cursed, cursed be the fiend
that brought misery on his gray
hairs, and doomed him to waste in
in wretchedness! He could not llvo
under the horrors that were accu-
mulated around him: an apoplcc.
tic fit was brought on, and in a few
days he died In my arms.

What then became of mo? I
know not : I tost sensation, and
chains and darkness were the only
objects that pressed upon mo. Some
times, indeed, I dreamed that 1
wandered in flowery meadows and
pleasant vales with the friends of
ray youth ; but awoke, nnd found
myself in a dungeon. Melancholy
followed: but. by degrees. I gained
a clear conception of my miseries
and situation, and was then releas-
ed from my prison. For they had
called me mad; and, during many
months, aa l understood, a solitary
cell had been my habitation.

But liberty had been a useless
gift, to me, had I not, as I awak
ened to reason, at the same time
awakened to revenge. As the
memory of past misfortunes pressed
ujion me, 1 began to reflect on their
cause, the monster whom I had
created, the miserable demon
whom 1 had sent abroad In the
world for ray destruction. 1 was
possessed by a maddening rage
when 1 thought ot him, and desired
and ardently prayed that I might
nave him within my grasp, to
wreak a great signal revenge on his
cursed head.

Nor did my hate long confine it
self to useless wishes; I began to
reflect on the best means of securing
him ; and, for this purpose, about a
month after my release, I reiwlred
to a criminal judge in the town,
and told him that I had an accusa-
tion to make; that I knew the de
stroyer of ray family ; and thai I
required him to exert his whole
authority for the apprehension of
the murderer.

The magistrate listened to me
with attention and kindness. "Be
assured sir," said he, "no jmlns or
exertions on my part shall be spared
to discover the villian."

"I thank you," replied I; "listen.
therefore, to the deposition that I
have to make. It is Indeed a talo
so strange, that I should fear you
would not credit It, were there not
something in truth which, however
wonderful, forces conviction, ino
story is too connected to bo
mistaken ror a dream, and I havo
no motive for falshood." My man-
ner, as I thus addressed him, was
impressive, but calm : 1 had form-
ed In my heart a resolution to pur
sue my destroyer to death ; and
this purpose quited my agony, and
providentially reconciled me to life.
I now related my history briefly,
but with firmness and precision.
marking the dates with accurcy.
and never deviating into Invectivo
or exclamation.

The magistrate appeared at first
perfectly incredulous ; but, as I con
tinued, he became more attentive
and interested. I saw him some-tim- es

shudder with horror; at oth-
ers a lively surprise, unminglcd
with disbelief, was painted on his
countenance.

When I had concluded my narra
tion, I said, "this Is the being
whom I accuse, and ror whwe de
tection and punishment I call uion
you to exert your whole power. It
is your duly as a magistrate, and I
believe and hope that your feelings
as a man will not revolt from the
execution of those functions on this
occasion." This address caused a
considerable change In the physiog-
nomy of my auditor. He had heard
my story with that half kind of
belief that is given to a tale or spir
its and supernatural events ; but
when he was called upon to act offi
cially in consequent, the whole
tide of his incredulity returned. He
however, answered mildly, "I
would willingly attend you every
aid in your pursuit, but the creature
of whom you speak appears to have
powers which would put all my ex
ertions to defiance. Who can fol
low an animal which can traverse
the sea of ice, and inhabit caves and
dens where no man would venture
to intrude? Besides, some months
have elapsed since the commission
of his crimes and no one can conjec-
ture to what place he has wandered,
or what region he may now inhab
it."

"I do not doubt that ho hovers
near the spot which I inhabit ; and
if he had indeed taken refuge in
the Alps, he may be hunted like
the chamois, and destroyed as a
beast of prey. But I perceive your
thoughts ; you do not credit my
narrative, and do not intend to pur
sue my enemy with the punishment
which is his desert."

As I spoke, rage sparkled in my
eyes; the magistrate was intimida-
ted. "You are mistaken," said he,

I will exert myself; nnd If It Is In
ray power to seize this monster, bo
assured that he shall suffer punish
ment proportionate to his crimen.
But I fear, from what you have
yourself described to le his proper-
ties, that this will prove Impracti
cable, and that, while every proper
measure is pursued, you should en
deavor to make up your mind to
disappointment."

"That cannot be ; nut an tnai x
can say will be of little avail. My
revenge is of no moment to you ;
yet. while I allow it to be a vice, I
confess that it Is the devouring and
only passion of my soul. My rage

unspeakable, when I reflect tl at
the murderer, whoin I have turned
loose upon society, still exisls. You
refuse my just demand ; i nave vui
one resource ; and l devote myscii,
either in my life or death, to hw de-
struction."

"I trembled with excess of uglta- -
tion as I said this ; there was a lien-z- v

In my manner, and something, I
doubt not, of that haughty flerecnem
which the martyrs of old are said to
have iKjHsesscd. But to a Genevan
magistrate, whose mind was occu- -

h .1 hv ir other lams man mose
'lev i Ion find he mI mi, this eleva

tion of iiii-i'- l had much the nppcar- -
t imice ot nui'.lti('-N- . lie rnufirnirtM

(. he me, as a nursed' a child,
and reverted to my tale as the effects

(Milium.
"Man," I cr'ud, "how ignorant

art thou iii thy pride of wisdom!
Cease; you know not what you
say !"

I broke from the house angry and
dislurlted, and retired to meditate
on some other mode of action,

to be continued.

The Btatea in which the Ohio Uirifl'
plank has been adopted by the IX nio-cra- ts

repremnt the West, the South
and the East.

When you are alKMit ready to
launch your little hark on the hch

life, my son, keep this sentiment
constantly In mind:
"The heliihtr r't men rarli1 and kep

Wvru uul atlttiuu'l by miMi-i- i UIkI'I,
But tliey, while IhKlr coin pMii!on xlrpl,

Weia tolling upward la the night."

Indulgent parents who allow their
children to eat heartily of high-seasone- d

food, rich piea, cakes, dux, will have
use Hop Bitters to prevent indiges-

tion, uleepless night, ickn-- , pain,
and, perhaps, death. No family is safg
without thorn in the house,

shapes of objects, a thousand fears
arose In my mind. I was anxious
and watchful, while my right hand
grasped a pistol which was hidden
in my bosom. Every sound terrl
riried; but i resolved that I would
sell my life dearly, and not relax
theim pending conflict until my own
life, or that of my adversary was
extinguished.

Elizabeth observed my agitation
for some time in timid and fearful
silence ; at length she said " What
is it that agitates you, my dear
Victor ? What is it you fear?"

on i peace, peace, my love." re
plied I : "this night, and all will be
saie; out this night is dreadful, very
ureaaiui."

I passed an hour in this state of
miud when suddenly I reflected
how dreadful the combat which I
momentarily expected would be to
my wife, and I earnestly entreated
her to retire, resolving not to Join
her until I had obtained some
knowledge as to the situation of ray
enemy

bhe left me, and 1 continued some
tune walking up and down the pas
sages of the house, and inspecting
every corner that might afford a re
treat to my adversary. But I dis
covered no trace or him, and was
beginning to conjecture that some
fortunate chance had intervened to
prevent the execution of his men a
ces, when suddenly I heard a shrill
and dreadful scream. It came from
the room into which Elizabeth had
retired. As I heard it, the whole
truth rushed into ray mind, my
arms dropped, the motion of every
muscle fnd nbre was suspended : 1
could feel the blood trickling in my
veins, and tingling in the extremi
ties of my limbs. This state lasted
but for an instant; the scream was
repeated, and I rushed into the
room.

Great God ! why did I not then
expire? Why ami hereto relate
the destruction or the best hope, and
the purest creature of earth? She
was there, lifeless and inanimate,
thrown across the bed, her head
hanging down, and her pale and
distorted features half covered by
her hair. . Everywhere l turn l see
the same figure, herbloodlessarius

nd relaxed form flung by the mur
derer on its bridal bier. Could I
behold this, and live? (Alas! life

obstinate, and clings closest
where it is most hated.) For a mo
ment only, and I lost recollection :

fainted.
When I recovered, I found my

self surrounded by the people of the
nn ; their countenances expressed a

breathless terror ; but the horror of
others appeared only as a mockery,

shadow oi tne leeungs tnai op
pressed me. I escaped Irom them
to the room wnere i&y me oouy oi
Elizabeth, my love, ray wife,
so lately living, so dear so
worthy. She had been moved from
the posture in which I had first be
held her : and now, as she lay, her
head upon her arm, and a hand-
kerchief thrown across her face and
neck. I might have supposed her
asleep. I rushed toward her, and
embraced her with ardor : but the
deadly languor and coldness of the
limbs told me. that what I now
held in my arms had ceased to be
the Elizabeth whom I had loved
and cherished. The murderous
marks of the fiend's grasp were on
her neck, and the breath had ceased
to issue from her lips.

While I still hung over her in the
a&onv of dispair, I happened to
look up. The windows of the room
had before been darkened ; and I
fait a kind of panic on seeing the
pale yellow light of the moon Illu
minate the chamber. The shutters
had been thrown back : and, with

sensation of horror not to be de
scribed. I saw at the open window

figure the most hideous and ab
horred. A grin was on the face of
the monster: he seemed to jeer, as
with his fiendish finger he pointed
toward the corpse of my wife. I
rushed toward the window, and,
drawing a pistol from my bosom.
shot ; but he eluded me, leaped
from his station, and, running with
the swiftness of lightning, plunged
into the lake.

The report of the' pistol brought a
crowd into the room. 1 pointed to
the spot where he had disappeared,
and we followed the track with
boats ; nets were cast, but In vain.
After passing several hours, we re-

turned, hopeless ; most of my com-
panions believing it to have been a
form Conjured by my fancy. After
having landed, they proceeded to
search the country, parties going In
different directions among the
wood and vlnep : -

I did not accompany them ; I
was exhausted ; a film covered my
eyes, and ray skin was parched with
the heat of fever. In this state I
lay on a bed, hardly conscious of
what had happened ; my eyes wan-
dered round the room, as if to seek
something that I had lost

At length I remembered that my
father would anxiously expect - the
return of Elizabeth and myself, and
that I must return alone. This re-

flection brought tears into my eyes,
and I wept for a long time ; but my
thoughts rambled to various sub-
jects, reflecting on my misfortunes
and their cause. I was bewildered
in a cloud of wonder and horror.
The death of William, the execution
of Justine, the murder of Cierval,
and lastly my wife;-eve- at that
moment I knew not that my only
remaining friends were safe from
the malignity of the fiend; my fa-

ther even now might be writhing
under his grasp, and Ernest might
be dead at bis feet. This idea made
ire shudder, and recalled me to ac-

tion. I started up, and resolved to
return to Geneva with all possible
speo'l.

There were no horses to be pro-
cured,

is
nnd I must return by the

lake; but the wind was unfavor-
able, and the ram fell in torrents.
However, it was hardly morning
and I might reasonably hope
to arrive by night. I hired men to
row, and took an oar myself ; for I
had always experienced relief from
mental torment in bodily exercise.
But the overflowing misery I now
felt, and the excess of agitation that

endured, rendered me incapable
of any exertion. I threw down the
oar, and, U ani'sg my he id uoii my i

hands, gave way to every gloomy of
idea that iiruse. If I looked up, I
saw t::e scenes wh n'li wer familiar

ino ' in my happier lime, and to
which 1 h.ti cunt-ui- ! ittul hut th!
day ! for In the (Mrimpy of her of
who w as no A' ou! a shs w and it
recollection. Tears streamed Iroiu
my eyes. The rain had ceased for a
moment, and I saw the fish play in
the waters as they had done a few
hours before ; they had then been
observed by Elizabeth. Nothing is
so painful to the human mind as a
great and sudden change. The nun
might shine, or the clouds might
lower; but nothing could appear to
me as it had done the day before.
A fiend had snatched from me
every hdpe of future happiness; no
creature had ever been so miserable
as I was; so frightful an event was
single in the history of man. ofBut why should I dwell upon the
incidents that followed this last
overwhelming event. Mine has been
a tale of horrors; 1 have reached
their acme, and w hat I must now re-

late can but be tedious to you. Know
that, one by one, ray friends were
snatched away ; I was left desolate.
My own strength is exhausted ; and
I must tell, in a few words, what to
remains of my hideous narration.

I arrived at Geneva. My father
and Ernest yet lived ; but the for- -

Kity, sweet and seventeen.
Pulls my hair and calls me "Harry.1

Hints that I am young and green,
Wonders if I wish to marry.

Only tell me what reply
Is the best reply for Kitty f

She's but seventeen and I
I am forty, more's the pity.

Twice at least my Kitty.a agt
(Just a trifle over maybe)

I am sober, I am sage ;
Kitty nothing but a baby.

She is merriment and mirth,
I am wise and gravely witty' ;

She's the dearest thing on .earth,
I am forty more's the pity.

She adores my pretty rhymes.
Calls me "poet" when I write them ;

And she listens oftentimes
Halt an hour when I recite them.

Let me sciibble by the page
Sonnet, ode, or lover's ditty ;

Seventeen is Kitty's age
I am forty, more's the pity.

FRANKENSTEIN
OR,

THE M0DEE1T PEOMETHEUS,

BY MRS. M. W. SHELLEY.

CHAPTER XXI.
We had resolved not to go to Lon

don. but to cross the country to
Portsmouth, anu tnence emDarK ior
Havre. I preferred this plan, prin
cipally because I dreaded again to
see those places in which 1 had en
joved a few moments of tranquility
with my belovea uiervai. l tnougnt
with horror of seeing again those
persons whom we had been accus
tomed to visit together, and who
might make inquiries concerning
an event, the very remembrance of
which made me again feel tne pang
1 endured when l gazea on ni3
lifeless form in the inn at .

As for my father, his desires and
exertions were bounded to the again
seeing me restored to health and
peace of mind, ins tenaerness ana
attentions, were unremitting; my
grief and gloom were obstinate, but
he would not despair, sometimes
he thought that I felt deeply the
degradation of being obliged to ao
swer a charge ot inuruer, ana lie
endeavored to prove to me the fu
tility of pride.

"Alas! my rather," saia i, "now
little do you know me! Human
beings, their feelings and passions.
would indeed be degraded, if such a
wretch as I felt pride. Justine,
poor unhappy Justine, was as inno
cent as I, and she suffered the same
charge; she died for it; and I am
the cause of this : I murdered her.
William. Justine, and Henry,
they all died by my hands."

Jtty father had oiten, during my
imprisonment, heard me make the
same assertion; when 1 thus ac-

cused myself, he sometimes seemed
to desire an explanation, and at oth-
ers he appeared to consider it as
caused by delirium, and that, dur-
ing my illness, some idea of this
kind had presented itself to my im-
agination, the remembrance of
which I preserved in my convales-
cence. I avoided explanation, and
maintained a continual silence con-
cerning the wretch I had created.
I had a leeling that I should be sup-
posed mad, and this forever chain-
ed ray tongue, when 1 would have
given the whole world to have con-fad- ed

the fatal secret.
Upon this occasion, my father

said, with an expression of unboun-
ded wonder, "What do you mean,
Victor? are you mad? My dear
son, I entreat you never to make
such an assertion."

"I am not mad," I cried energet-
ically; "the sun and the heavens,
who have viewed my operations,
can bear witness of ray truth. I
am the assassin of those most inno-
cent victims; they died by my
machinations. A thousand times
would I have shed my own blood,
drop by drop, to have saved their
lives ; but I could not, my father,
indeed I could not facrifice the
whole human race."

The conclusion of this speech con-
vinced my father that my ideas
were deranged, and he instantly
changed the subject of our conver-
sation, and endeavored to alter the
course of my thoughts.

He wished, as much as poasible,
to obliterate the memory of the
scenes that had taken place in Ire-
land, and never alluded to them, or
sunereu me to speaK oi my misior-tune- s.

As time passed away, I became
more calm ; - ray misery had her
dwelling in my heart, but I no lou-g- er

talked in the same incoherent
manner of my own crimes; suff-
icient for me was the consciousness
of them. By the utmost self-violen-

I curbed the imperious voice
of wretchedness, which sometimes
desired to declare itself to the whole
world ; and my manners were calm-
er and more composed than they
had ever been since my journey to
the sea of ice.

We arrived at Havre on the 8th
of May, and instantly proceeded to
Paris, where my father had some
busineas, which detaiued us a few
weeks. In this city. I recei ved the
following letter from Elizabeth :

"To Victor Frankenstein."
"My Dearest Fuien d. It gave

me the greatest pleasure to receive
a letter from my uncle, dated at
Paris ; you are no longer at a for
midable distance, ana l may nope
to see you in less than a fortnight.
My poor cousin, now much you
must have suffered ! I expect to
see you looking even more ill than
when you quitted ueneva. This
winter has been passed most miser-
ably, tortured as I have been by
anxious suspense ; yet I hope to see
peace in your countenance, and to
find that your heart is not totally
dovoid of eomtort and tranquili
ty.

"Yet I fear that the same feelings
now exist that made you so misera-
ble a year ago, even perhaps aug-
mented by time. I would not dis-
turb you at this period, when so
many misfortunes weigh upon you ;
but a conversation that I had with
my uncle previous to his departure,
renders some explanation necessary
before we meet."

"Explanation I you may possibly
say: what can Elizabeth have to
explain? If you really say this,
my questions are answered, and I
have no more to do than to sign my-
self your affcectionate cousin. But
you are distant from me, and it is
possible that you may dread, and
yet be pleased with this explana-
tion ; and, in a probability of this
being the case, I dare not any lon-
ger postpone writing what, during
your absence, I have often wished
to express to yon, but have never
had tne courage to begin.

"You well know, Victor, that our
union had been the favorite plan of
your parents ever since our infancy.
We were told this when young, and
taught to look forward to it as an
event that would certainly take
place. We were affectionate play-
fellows during childhood, and, I
believe, dear and valued friends to
one another as we grew older. But
as brother and sister often enter-
tain a lively affection toward each
other, without desiring a more inti-
mate union, may not such also- - be
our case? Tell me, dearest Victor.
Answer me, I conjure you, by our
mutual happiness, with simple
truth, Do you not love another?

"You have traveled ; you have
spent several years of your life at
Ingolstadt; and I confess to you,
my friend, that, when I saw you
last autumn so unhapby, flying to
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CHAPTER XXII.
It was eight o'clock when we

landed ; we walked for a short time
on the shore, enjoying the transito-
ry light, and then retired to the inn
and contemplated the lovely scene

waters, woods and mountains,
obscured in darkness, yet still dis-
playing their black outlines.

The wind, which bad fallen in
the south, now rose with great vio-
lence in the west. The moon had
reached her summit In the heavens,
and was beginning to descend ; the
clouds swept across it swifter than
the flight of the vulture, and dim-
med her rays, while the lake re-
flected the scene of the busy heav-
ens, rendered still busier by the
restless waves that were beginning

rise. Suddenly a heavy storm of
rain descended.

I had been calm during the day ;
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